
English 

To reach expected standards in year 2 writing, children must 

know, understand and be able to include: 

Interesting 

verbs 

 Doing words  e.g. walk, run, eat, sleep 

 Children need to know that every sentence must include a verb. 

 Children need to be able to replace standard verbs with inter-

esting verbs with same meaning e.g. sprint instead of run, daw-

dle instead of walk 

Nouns  Thing words e.g. dog, table, collar, bone 

 Children need to know that every sentence must  include a noun 

e.g. The puppy played.  

Conjunctions 

 

           

 Words to connect two sentences together e.g. when, because, 

and, but, so, if, that 

 Children need to be able to add extra information to a sentence 

using an appropriate conjunction e.g. The puppy played and 

fetched his ball.   

Adjectives   Describing words e.g. beautiful, large, round, sparkly  

 Children need to be able to describe nouns in a sentence using 

interesting adjectives  e.g. The fluffy, playful puppy played. 

Adverbs  How words e.g. calmly, happily, gracefully  

 Children need to be able to describe how the noun  is carrying 

out the verb e.g. The puppy played excitedly.   

Punctuation   Full stops, capital letters (including for proper nouns), exclama-

tion marks, question marks, speech marks, apostrophes (for 

contraction and possession) and commas 

 Children must use correct punctuation  and be able to correct 

sentences with incorrect punctuation. 



Prefixes/ 

Suffixes 

 Prefix—added to the start of a root word e.g. unprepared, mis-

spelling 

 Suffix—added to the end of root word  e.g. jumped, faster, tasti-

est  

 Children must be able to identify these and spell them correctly. 

Sentence 

types 

 Exclamation (What a lovely puppy!), statement (The puppy 

played.), question (Where did the puppy go?) and command 

(Leave the puppy alone.) 

 Children must be able to use and explain the meaning of each 

sentence type. 

Contraction 

           

 Words that have been contracted using an apostrophe e.g. can-

not—can’t, will not—won’t, should not-shouldn’t  

 Children need to be able to know how to contract words and ac-

curately spell these with an apostrophe in the correct place.  

Past/

present/

future tense 

 Different tenses depending on when the action was carried out  

e.g. The puppy played (past). The puppy is playing (present). The 

puppy will play (future).  

 Children need to be able to write in the correct tense  accurately 

and ensure they change tenses accurately within a piece of 

writing (if necessary).  

Children must also have legible handwriting, ensure their 

writing makes sense, accurate spelling of most year 2 exception 

words and the majority of their writing must be grammatically 

correct with accurate use of punctuation.  


