
Primary School Conversion  18th December 2015 

Happy Days, Bright Futures from Nursery to Year 6 

 
 

Thanks to those parents and grandparents who came along to the parents’ information 

meetings recently to talk through how the school will become an all-through primary 

school. Mia Bennett, the Headteacher, Ian Cook Abbott Deputy Headteacher, Wendy 

Thomas, Senior Teacher and several Governors enjoyed talking through the plans with 

them and answering their questions. 

If you have any further questions please email thayford@west-ewell.surrey.sch.uk and 

we will get back to you. 

This week, the newsletter includes more responses to your questions. We have also 

uploaded all the information from previous newsletters onto the school website at  

www.west-ewell.co.uk. 

Clive Smitheram, Chair of Governors 

 
 
Key information about the Primary Conversion project 

 West Ewell Infant School and Nursery will be converting to an all-through primary 

school and nursery from September 2017, when we will have our first Year 3 children in 

school. 

 This means that unfortunately our current Year 2 children will have to leave us at the 

end of this school year, but our current Year 1 children will be able to stay at West Ewell 

and complete all of their primary education here. All children currently in Year 1 are 

guaranteed a place at West Ewell for Years 3, 4, 5, and 6. 

 Any children currently in Year 1 who will have siblings already at Danetree by 

September 2017 will have the option to transfer to Danetree as part of the primary 

conversion special arrangements. This will only be an option in September 2017. We 

would love all of our children to stay at West Ewell, but we understand that families 

need to make the decision that best works for them. 

 In September 2016 we will have three classes starting reception (not four as we have 

now). 

 From September 2017 we will have 2 classes starting reception each year. We will not 

be changing our admission criteria for the Primary School. 

 We intend our new school to be called West Ewell Primary School and Nursery, and 

governors will take the decision on this in due course 

 West Ewell’s Nursery will be piloting a flexible nursery model for 3-4 year olds. From 

September 2016, we will be offering the following flexible options: 

o 5 morning sessions a week 

o 5 afternoon sessions a week 

o Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday morning 

o Wednesday afternoon/Thursday/Friday 

 We will also be offering the flexible nursery model for 2 year olds from September 2016 

 For both 2 year olds and 3-4 year olds, parents will also have the option to pay for an 

additional 15 hours of Nursery sessions, on top of the 15 hours they access through the 

free nursery provision to give their child 30 hours Nursery provision. 
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Frequently asked questions 

1. What facilities will the school need for children in Years 3 to 6, that you haven’t had to 
have for the infant school? How will they be provided? 

 
We will purchase new resources, books and furniture to ensure our broad and enriching 
curriculum continues into Key Stage 2. 
 
 

2. What will happen at playtime and lunchtime? 
 

We are very lucky to have two large halls allowing lots of space for dining. We will 
stagger playtimes to ensure children have lots of play space and are playing with 
children in their year group.  
 
 

3. How will you provide access to the sports facilities needed for Years 3 to 6? 
 
We will introduce the children to a range of competitive sporting activities and team 
games. Negotiations are underway with Surrey to increase our facilities here by re-
developing our field.  

 
4. Will the wrap-around care still be provided when the school becomes a primary school? 

 
Yes wrap-around care is a distinctive feature of our school and has been commended.   
 
 

5. Will swimming still be taught from Year R? 
 
The National Curriculum requires children to learn how to swim in either Key Stage 1 or 
2. We will continue to teach swimming from Nursery onwards in our fantastic on site 
pool. This is a wonderful resource which very few local schools can offer.  
 
 

6. What will the fees be for the extra top up hours available in the Nursery? 
 
These are yet to be decided but will reflect market rates. We are awaiting the outcome of 
the bid by Surrey County Council to become a pilot county for the early implementation 
of 30 hours free Nursery places.  
 
 

7. When the nursery opens to 2 year olds, when will the two year olds start, eg only 
September start, or will they be able to start at different points in the year? 
 
The main intake will be in September.  Should further places become available each 
term, after the child turns 2, these will then be allocated. A new application form will 
enable parents to clearly state at which point their child would be due to start. The 
application form will be available in the New Year.  
 

8. How will the new classes be named? 
The children will be involved in this decision -some old favourites may be recycled.  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Previous newsletters included detailed answers to all of the questions below. You can 

find these answers on our website here: www.west-ewell.co.uk  
 What will the new school be called? 

 Will the uniform change? 

 Will staff be able to teach the Year 3 to Year 6 curriculum? 

 Why does it say ‘up to four classes’ for the year group starting Year 3 in 2017/18 as they move 

through the school? 

 Are any building works needed for the current site? 

 How will the school be laid out? Which year groups will go where? 

 What will the admissions criteria be for West Ewell when it becomes a primary school? 

 My younger child is currently in Year 1 and I have an older child who is already in Danetree 

and I want both my children to be in the same school. For Year 3, can I choose to send my 

child to Danetree or do I have to keep them at WEIS? 

 How will the transfer arrangements work for children with siblings already at Danetree if 

parents want to move them across to Danetree? Will they need to apply through the 

application process as if for junior school or will there be a special process? 

 If I don't have another child already in Danetree in September 2017, can I choose to send my 

child to Danetree for Year 3 onwards? 

 Will children that have moved to Danetree before 2017 (and so would be in Year 4, 5 or 6 in 

September 2017) be able to come back to WEIS when it becomes a primary school? 

 The children currently in Year 1 will be the first year group to go into Year 3 and will be the first 

to experience the ‘junior school’ bit of West Ewell. How will you manage this? 

 I have heard that Danetree will only accept full classes to transfer over in September 2017, 

with the suggestion that if there are 40 children who want to move across, they will only take 

a whole class worth of 30 children. Is this true? 

 When will you be contacting nursery parents about the changes from September 2016? 

 What will the admission criteria be for Nursery? 

 Will lunch be provided at the nursery? 

 How many places will be offered in September 2016 for nursery? 

 How many places will be offered for Reception in September 2016 and September 2017? 

 The children currently in Year 1 will always be the oldest children in the school as they move 

up through the year groups. How is the school going to prepare those children for moving to 

secondary school, especially adjusting to being around much older children, when they 

won't have been at school with older children for 5 years? 

 I have a child currently in Year 2 and another in Reception at WEIS. My older child will have to 

move for Year 3 in September 2016 and I hope this will be to Danetree. Will it be possible for 

my younger child to also benefit from the sibling transfer policy to move to Danetree too 

when they get to Year 3, so I have both children in the same school? 

 I have a child in Year R and a younger child not yet of school age. If all current Year 1 

children stay at WEIS for year 3 and beyond, do you have any idea of the number of siblings 

potentially coming into the school over the next few years? Will there be more siblings than 

places available when we are a two form entry primary school? 

 How will the curriculum change? 

 

If you have any questions that have not been  answered here, please email 

thayford@west-ewell.surrey.sch.uk and we will respond to you as soon as possible 
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